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Participation defined



Participation…

“Participation has become virtually
mandatory in development (including
research) projects, programmes and

policies.”
 (Cornwall et al., 2001 p. 1).



Participation…

• YYet there are major challenges to
realizing this participation -
especially in dispersed communities

• TThe Métis in British Columbia are
an excellent example of a dispersed
community…





Métis Nation of B.C.

“The patterns of Métis occupancy
were directly related to trade

economics and infrastructure of
the fur geography - those of rivers

and mountains.”







Research objectives

• To understand the historic patterns of
Métis settlement and occupancy in BC

• To support Métis people and
communities in understanding and
documenting the past and present

• To pro-actively engage Métis people and
communities in the processes of
historical research



Project
aim…

“Develop the capacity to create and
share historic and present-day

Métis BC community information
using Google Maps”



Project
objectives…

– SSearch and access information from
pre-existing non-spatial web-based
databases

– LLocate and display this information
through a map interface

– GGeo-locate and upload community
members’ materials including digital
video and images





Search and accessSearch and access
information from pre-information from pre-

existing databasesexisting databases





Locate and display
information through a map

interface





Geo-locate and uploadGeo-locate and upload
community memberscommunity members’’

materialsmaterials



















Project process &Project process &
productproduct……

•• Still a work in processStill a work in process
•• Hope to have an operational site byHope to have an operational site by

the end of Marchthe end of March
•• Continue to improve theContinue to improve the

implementation and deployment ofimplementation and deployment of
the conceptthe concept……
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